	2017 Schedule
ORIENTATION 9:30 Sanctuary
LUNCH 1:00


	SONG CIRCLE 1:30-2:30 Laura will lead the song circle for all levels to come and join in. There will be songs in Aeolian, and Mixolydian modes ready to go, and we open it up to anyone sharing, or leading a song with the group as well. This has always been a fun jam circle, in the midst of an excellent day of dulcimer playing!
	PERFORMANCE 
Aaron O’Rourke 4:15
Close 5:00

	
	

	Session I
9:45-11:15
	Play & Sing In the Mixolydian
Advanced Beginner
Laura Devine 
Fireside Room
	Italian Laude for Dulcimer
Intermediate
Neal Hellman
Garden
	Banjo-esque Patterns for Dulcimer
Intermediate
Aaron O’Rourke 
Sanctuary
	Easy Old Time Tunes
Beginner
Deborah Hamouris
Alcove 

	Session II
11:30-1:00
	Introduction to the Dulcimer World
Beginner
Ron Beardslee
Garden
	Left Hand Exercises
All Levels
Aaron O’Rourke
Sanctuary
	Playing in Three Keys Without Retuning
Intermediate
Holly Tannen
Alcove
	Music from the French Countryside
Intermediate & up
Peter Tommerup
Fireside Room

	Session III
2:30-4:00
	Music in ¾ Time
Advanced Beginner to Intermediate 

Ron Beardslee
Garden
	D-A-D Building on the Basics
Adv. Beginner
Peter Tommerup

Fireside Room 
	Old Style: Melody & Drones Beginner/ Advanced Beginner
Holly Tannen
Alcove room
	Licks & Improvisations
Advanced

Aaron O’Rourke
Sanctuary


Session 1 Class Descriptions 

Play & Sing Mixolydian Class (Advanced Beginner) - Laura 
This is a fun workshop for beginner and advanced beginner players, to learn simple chord shapes, and have fun with songs from different genres: Celtic, folk, New Orleans Jazz, and Appalachian. Yes, you will be able to play these by the end of class! Although singing is NOT required, you can take yourself to a new level by adding your voice.

Banjo-esque Patterns for dulcimer (intermediate) - Aaron 

In this class, we'll look at picking patterns that imitate a clawhammer banjo player and apply them to tunes you already know on mountain dulcimer. These patterns work equally as well on banjo-dulcimer hybrids.
Italian Laude for Dulcimer (Intermediate) – Neal 

The lauds, or laude, were traditional religious songs collected in Cortona and Florence, Italy, in the 13th century. They were a simple and a sacred folk music of the people. The word lauda comes from the Latin laudare (to praise). The early lauda was influenced by the music of the troubadours, as it shows similarities in rhythm, melodic style, and especially notation. Lauds were a sequence of religious songs, simple and naïve, after the praise songs, or lauds, of St. Francis of Assisi (1182–1226).
Easy Old Time Tunes (Beginner) – Deborah
Choosing music from the American Old Time fiddle repertoire you’ll get more melody string patterns under your fingers, with chord options for those who are ready for them. 
Exciting and fun music to play alone or with others.
Session II Descriptions

Left Hand Exercises (All Levels) – Aaron  
The best playing happens when our hands can relax and don't have to think. However, playing relaxed takes practice. We'll cover a few exercises to help reinforce good fingering choices, improve speed and dexterity, and maintain a relaxed left hand.

Playing in Three Keys Without Retuning (Intermediate) - Holly
With dulcimers tuned DDD or DAD, I’ll teach a waltz strum, then using the three-fingers-on-the-same-fret chord, Goodnight Irene in the keys of D, G, and A.  
I’ll show how to adapt this moveable chord to backing up tunes and songs in A, G, E minor and B minor.
Music from the French Countryside -  (Intermediate) – Peter
We'll immerse ourselves in a range of upbeat dance tunes (e.g.: bourrees, schottisches and mazurkas), pretty waltzes and songs with a touch of humor. In some respects, traditional French music tends to be a bit more accessible on the dulcimer than many Old Timey or Irish fiddle tunes. They are also a lot of fun to play! Finally, this workshop will expand your repertoire of interesting music to play as well as enlarge your understanding of arranging material on the dulcimer. 
Introduction to the Dulcimer World (Beginner) – Ron
For this workshop you will not need to have any musical background and you will not need to be able to read music. We will cover the basics of strumming with your right hand, playing the melody with your left and reading tablature (the simple notation system dulcimer players use).  At the end of the session you will be able to play a couple of simple pieces and be in a position to learn more.
No stress.  No judgment.  Just relax and have a good time sharing music.

Session III Descriptions

Licks and Improvisations (Advanced) - Aaron - Learn a few simple rules that will help you play off the cuff with confidence. We’ll also discuss ways to incorporate bluesy notes into just about anything. 
Music in 3/4 Time (Advanced Beginner to Intermediate) - Ron

This workshop is based on learning music set to a 3/4 rhythm (as heard in a waltz, for example).  Music in 3/4 time has a natural swing or flow that is very well suited to the simple, quiet nature of the dulcimer. We will work on about six tunes ranging from very simple to Intermediate level.  Included will be information on five simple techniques used to bring out the musical flow of these pieces,

Each participant will receive a booklet containing about a dozen songs ranging from Advanced Beginner to intermediate level of difficulty.

D-A-D Building on the Basics (Advanced Beginner) - Peter
This workshop will help you better understand and feel more confident about your beginning or novice level playing skills. Essentially, we'll review the basics and help you start to bridge to the next level of playing. We'll also work on some fun songs. Feel free to ask questions and bring a recording device. 
Old Style: Melody and Drones (Beginner/advanced beginner) – Holly
Many old and new songs can be played just on the top string. Holly will show you how to teach yourself tunes you already have in your head, without chords, tablature, or physical strength. For more advanced players, we can add in hammer-ons and pull-offs. I’ll have explanatory handouts. Holly will also illustrate simple techniques for keeping our hands flexible as we age.

